
Trip To Edmonton - Dr. Whitelaw's Impressions of the Boundless West 

To Editor of Mercury: 

To many of your readers a relation of the experiences and impressions of an Ontarian 
travelling westward through our fair Dominion may be of some interest and possibly 
of some benefit. Therefore I propose to embody a few recollections of the journey 
in the form of a letter. 

On boarding the C.P.R. train at Toronto we found it comfortably filled, indicating 
an extensive passenger traffic for the West. Each station of any note added its 
quota of passengers to our number, the majority of whom, judging from the curious 
assortment of valises, bags and parcels they carried, were taking a journey of no 
ordinary nature. Many were going West for the first time, others were returning 
to the land of their adoption after an extended visit to home and friends, but all 
were apparently in a contented, jovial frame of mind, and disposed to make the most 
of their fellow-travellers' society for the tedious trip of several days which all 
knew must be passed before reaching the land of the sunset. The questions most 
frequently heard were "How far West are you going?" and "What part are you from?" 
and friendships quickly sprang up out of these informal introductions. Happy is 
the man on such a journey who thinks it not beneath his dignity to interchange cour-
tesies with all classes and conditions of humanity, strangers though they be. He 
finds it possible to render, what would otherwise be a very menotonous trip, a very 
enjoyable experience, full of interest and profitable information. The route 
through the greater part of the country east of Winnipeg is devoid of anything of 
interest in the way of scenery, and must be inexpressibly dull to one who either 
through inclination or temperament makes no friends or acquaintances. 

When Carleton Junction was reached we changed cars for main line and then settled 
down for the long jolt over the north shore line. Here a large accession to the 
already crowded cars was received and several colonist cars loaded with Klondikers. 
These for the most part were jovial, hearty fellows, full of fun and frolic, and 
quite oblivious to the dangers and hardships into which the gold fever will certain-
ly lead them. Among all the passengers on this journey, from first-class to the 
roughest miner, I failed to observe one instance of bad temper or selfishness. One 
and all seemed to be willing to make sacrifices in his own comfort for the conven-
ience of his neighbor. The various types of character one meets with on such a 
journey afford a never-failing source of interest and amusement to anyone who is 
a close observer of human nature. 

The traveller along the north shore road will, as a rule, find much more to interest 
him within than without between North Bay and Winnipeg. He will travel hundreds 
of miles without noticing any appreciable change in the landscape, which is rock 
and scrub bush with an occasional patch of arable land. However, as he nears Lake 
Superior, small inland lakes connected with the main body appear, which in summer 
must produce a very pleasing effect. 

Passing along the north shore a beautiful view of several large islands 18 miles 
from shore is obtained. So clear, however, is the atmosphere, that they appear to 
be but a mile or two away. When Port Arthur is reached our traveller finds he has 
gained an hour on the sunrise, and finds it necessary to put back the wheels of 
time one hour. Again, when Brandon is reached, another alteration of an hour is 
necessary to keep standard time. This means that when Alberta is preparing to re-
tire for the night Ontario has already, for nearly three hours, been wrapped in the 
arms of Morpheus. 

Between Schreiber and Jack Fish, about 10 p.m. our engine struck a broken rail, but 
fortunately the whole train kept the track except the last two cars, which bumped 
along on the ties for a short distance till the train was stopped. As our car jolted 
roughly over the broken rail, but took the track again, our sensations can be better 
imagined than described. They were anything but pleasant, as nobody knew what was 
going to happen next. I think the majority turned a shade paler: one lady screamed, 
but none went into hysterics. This accident delayed us for four hours. 

West of Winnipeg, as far as the eye can see it is boundless prairie for some hundreds 
of miles till the ranching districts of Medicine Hat and Calgary are reached, when 
the country becomes more rolling and hilly. The farther one travels through this 
immense territory the more Ontario proper shrinks to his view, and distances such 
as separate Guelph from Toronto sink into insignificance, and Guelph, London, 
Hamilton, Toronto, etc., are conceived of as so many cities grouped into a very small 
compass. 

• 
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From Calgary to Edmonton by the C. & E. Railway, 190 miles, is nearly twelve hours 
journey, as trains here do not make the fast time of the East. The scenery through 
this part is very picturesque, the glistening peaks of the Rockies, 100 miles more 
or less to the west, making a magnificent background. The line runs through a 
beautiful country of folling land and, as Edmonton is approached, it becomes more 
wooded, less adapted to ranching, but better for mixed farming. Where fenced the 
landscape looks not unlike many of our Ontario farming districts. The timber is 
chiefly poplar and spruce, in great abundance making excellent firewood. Excellent 
coal can be obtained in this territory also for from $1 to $2.50 per ton. The 
abundance and cheapness of fuel constitutes one of the advantageous of this territory 
over the prairie provinces. 

South Edmonton is the terminus of the railway, and from there to Edmonton on the 
north side of the Saskatchewan, a distance of a mile as the crow flies, the traveller 
is transported by bus, which travels by a trail as crooked as the scenery is pictur-
esque. When the river bank, which appears to be from 200 to 300 feet above the water 
level and is very steep, is reached, the trail begins to descend by means of ledges, 
winding back and forth, until the river bed in attained, when at the present season 
it is crossed on the ice, in summer by means of ferry. On reaching the opposite 
side the ascent to Edmonton is effected by a similar process of windings, so that 
while the distance between the two towns is probably not over a mile, over two miles 
must be travelled to overcome the natural difficulties of transit between them. 
This, of course, has been a great drawback to Edmonton, and will be a hindrance to 
its development until the combined railway and traffic bridge, which is in course 
of erection, is finished. 

Edmonton itself is a beautifully situated town, and the view across the ravine to 
S.Edmonton would cause the heart of an artist to glow with enthusiasm. Many of 
the houses are of wood but on the main street the principal buildings are of brick 
and well built. At present a large number of brick blocks are in process of erec-
tion and the town presents quite, a busy appearance. The system of lighting is the 
electric incandescent, and is commonly used both outside and inside, and as no meters 
are used, the lights burn all night in the streets and dwelling houses, giving the 
town quite a nice appearance. Indications of the Klondike craze strike the eye 
everywhere, and large droves of ponies and horses intended for Klondikers are fre-
quently seen. Hundreds of men are camped out in tents in the vicinity, getting 
their supplies before starting on their long journey northward. Everything possess-
ing a door, window and roof in town is occupied, and rents are very high. Many 
dwelling houses will without doubt be erected during the summer, and a large im-
migration is expected. 

To those who may think of coming to Edmonton district a word of counsel may be of 
service. To the working man, who is prepared to turn his hand to any honest employ-
ment, and to those who prefer the life of a farmer, this district offers excellent 
inducements, but to those who would wish employment in stores as clerks and other 
so-called genteel employments, I would say, hesitate before throwing up a living in 
Ontario. There are already more of this class in town than the requirements of the 
different firms call for. 

The farmers here have during the last two years prospered wonderfully and, as a 
market is now assured them, they will no doubt continue to prosper. Nothing, I am 
told by everyone here, offers such inducements to the prospective emigrant as farm-
ing, but to succeed best he must be a farmer and not merely a man on a farm. 

On the whole my impressions of the Edmonton district and town are very favorable, 
and I candidly believe, with its fertile soil and excellent climate, Alberta is 
destined in a few years to take rank among the best Provinces of the Dominion. 

T.H. Whitelaw, 
Edmonton, March 16th, 1898 



From The West - Interesting Letter From Dr. Whitelaw at Edmonton N.W.T. - 1898 

The Foreign Element - The Prohibition Sentiment - The Crops - Mixed Farming - Gold 
Mining - Big Sale of Binder Twine and Agricultu:al Implements - Capital Wanted 

To the Editor of the Mercury: 

Sir: Since my last letter was written summer has given way to autumn, Nature has 
changed her garb, and grim winter threatens shortly to cross the threshold. Our 
first fall of snow occurred on October 18th, when we had about six inches. Since 
then the weather has been mild and it has all disappeared, leaving the roads, usually 
so good, in a frightfully muddy condition. Owing to this fact, there is at present 
a lull in business circules, as very few farmers care to venture through the miles 
of mud which in most cases separates them from their market. In preparation for 
the large increase in trade expected as soon as sleighing sets in, building opera-
tions are being rushed through, and the sound of hammers and saws is heard from 
morning till night. 

In spite of the collapse of the Klondike boom, our town seems to be experiencing 
a boom of its own dependent on nothing save the influence of this rapidly develop-
ing agricultural community. At least a dozen business stands are being built on 
Main Street, and many handsome residences are in course of erection in the residen-
tial portion of the town. Unfortunately the by-law prohibiting the erection of any 
except brick or fire-proof buildings on Main Street is not yet passed, and the major-
ity of the new business blocks are of frame. It is to be feared that fire will some 
day play havoc with the business portion of the town, as, owing to the want of water-
works, our fire protection is somewhat inadequate. Since the last fire, however, 
steps have been taken to improve our fire department, and a bylaw will shortly be 
passed requiring all new buildings within certain limits, to be built of brick. 

Strangers coming here from Ontario are apt to be disappointed in the country immed-
iately surrounding the town, which is for the most part unsettled, owing to the 
fact that nearly all the land near town is held by corporations and private indiv-
iduals at high prices. Consequently, in driving through the country, one may 
travel mile after mile without seeing a single farm or habitation. For a radius 
of six to ten miles, therefore, the farms are few and scattered, but beyond that 
the better settled parts are reached. 

North, we have the Sturgeon district, from 12 to 20 miles from town, on either side 
of the Sturgeon River; northwest, we have St. Albert town and district, 9 miles; 
west, Stoney Plain district, 15 to 40 miles distant, so called, not because there 
are any stones, but because the Stoney Indian Reserve is there situated; east, we 
have Clover Bar, Agricola, Fort Saskatchewan and Beaver Lake districts, from 10 to 
40 miles distant, and south Edmonton town and district, extending down the railway 
line towards Calgary, all more or less settled. 

It is to be regretted that so much good land is yet lying uncultivated, which could 
be bought at from $3 to $6 per acre, when we consider that many farmers in the 
eastern provinces are struggling along year after year on rented farms endeavoring 
to buy at ten times this price. Many good settlers are coming in, but it appears 
to us here that our Immigration Department is expending too much money and energy 
in bringing into the country foreigners of all descriptions, instead of properly 
advertising our agricultural resources among the farmers of the eastern provinces, 
who could in many cases better their circumstances by coming here. As it is, 
thousands have left our fair Dominion for the United States in past years, who ought 
to have been, and might have been, diverted in this direction. It is surprising to 
find how large a number of settlers here have come from the States of Iowa, Dakota 
and other western parts, who originally left Canada to improve their condition. 
They have eventually arrived, by a circuitous and rather unprofitable route, in the 
land to which they should have gone in the first place. To foreign emigration we 
have no objection, provided a good class of settlers is brought in, but we think 
our Government should at least do as much to assist Canadians who wish to emigrate 
to our western territories as it does for Galatians and other foreigners, who are 
aided in every possible way till settled on their farms, while the less favored 
Canadian settler has to pay all his own expenses, and in most cases is left to shift 
for himself on his arrival. 

The community here is probably as cosmopolitan as anywhere in the world. One can 
hear spoken on the street almost any day the Polish, Russian, German, French and 
Cree (Indian) languages, though the majority soon pick up a smattering of Engligh. 
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The costumes worn are quite unique and as varied as the language, and if some spec-
imens of our Galatians and Indians should suddenly drop on to Wyndham Street, Guelph, 
they would attract without a doubt a larger crowd than a dog fight or a monkey. Of 
all classes the French Canadians appear to cling most strongly to their language, 
and adopt English the least readily. Theyare Canadians, but always French Canadians. 
Other nationalities in a few generations cease to speak their mother tongue and 
become British in speech as well as sentiment. Here, as elsewhere in Canada, the 
French and German settlements were found to be decidedly hostile to prohibition. 
Previous to the vote being taken I inquired of a bright little French girl, living 
at Stoney Plain, as to how the farmers of that neighborhood would vote. She replied: 
"I don't know, but I guess they will all vote to have more whiskey." 

The farming community has, during the last month, been busily engaged in fall plowing, 
stacking and threshing, and the yield on the whole has been very good, though the 
average will not be so high as last year, owing to the excessively dry weather during 
May and June. Wheat is reported as yielding from 20 to 50 bushels to the acre, barley 
from 30 to 50, oats from 40 to 100. Alberta oats are probably unexcelled, if equalled, 
the world over, in many cases weighing 40 lbs. to the bushel. The yield of grain 
is, generally, where the same care is taken in its cultivation, much higher than in 
Ontario, and did the same prices obtain here as there, farming would be a decidedly 
lucrative calling. But the want of railway competition and the resulting excessive 
freight rates materially lowers the profit. Prices are expected to advance some-
what, but at present wheat No. 1 would bring if offered about 58C per bushel, and 
oats about 28, Even at these prices money can be made, especially in oats. What 
is rather remarkable is the comparatively high price of beef cattle, 3 1-2C to 4 1-2C 
being paid for live weight, and 5C to 7C for dressed beef. Similarly, hogs can always 
be disposed of at good paying prices. Thus it happens that a system of mixed farm-
ing is being adopted by the most progressive farmers. 

As I have intimated before, the expectations of many who went north from here pro-
specting have been unfulfilled, and several have already returned, sadder and wiser 
men. There is unquestionably a valuable mineral country north of here, but capital 
is necessary before its hidden wealth can be fully disclosed. Reports indicate that 
mining on the Peace and Liard Rivers is little, if any, better than on the Saskat-
chewan at Edmonton. About $75,000 in fine gold dust was taken out of the latter 
last year. An immense steam dredge has been built this summer, costing about $40,000, 
which is capable of lifting and washing 2000 cubic yards of gravel from the bed of 
the river daily. It remains to be seen whether it will prove a profitable spec-
ulation or not. 

Taking everything into consideration, this town and district are making rapid progress, 
and prospects never were brighter. Binder twine to the extent of 180,000 lbs. was 
sold here this year, and it is estimated by the Bulletin that the season's crop to 
be marketed in Edmonton will amount to 2,160,000 bushels. One of the three agricult-
ural machinery firms doing business here, the Massey-Harris, sold this year over 
$75,000 worth of farm implements. The population of our town will now be between 
2000 and 3000, exclusive of transients. Every profession, trade and calling in town 

is filled to repletion, and I could advise only those to come here who have consider-
able capital or who wish to follow farming as a means of livelihood. Those possess-

ing means can here find ample opportunity for investment on good security at 10 per 
cent and over. Hoping I have not taken up too much of your valuable space. 



News From The West  

Another Readable Letter By Dr. Whitelaw 

A Land of Sunshine - Interesting Facts About the Climate - Farmers Able to Hold 
Their Grain - A Valuable Mineral Country - Want of Railway Competition - Immigration. 

To The Editor Of The Mercury: 

Sir: Now that spring is approaching, the season of the year which is most likely 
to be chosen by those of your readers who may think of emigrating to the west, it 
may not be an inopportune time for me to write further regarding this district, 
hoping that I may convey information of a practical nature which will be useful to 
any who may wish to make Edmonton or vicinity their objective point. 

While our winter so far has not been the most favorable for general business, the 
weather for the most part has been beautiful. Until Jan. 25th we had no permanent 
sleighing, and with the exception of a week early in November, the temperature 
rarely went below freezing point with bright sunshine overhead almost every day. 
Since Jan. 25th we have had fairly good sleighing, and, what is rather unusual, a 
cold snap of two weeks' duration, during which the mercury varied between 15 and 
43 degrees below zero, followed by a week of very mild weather. This was ushered 
in by a Chinook wind, which caused in 24 hours a change of nearly 80 degrees in 
temperature - from 40 above to 40 below. These Chinook winds, which find their 
way from the Pacific through the mountain passes, are not nearly so common here at 
Edmonton as in Southern Alberta or farther north in the Peace River country. They 
blow with a quite perceptible warmth, and in a few hours eat up the snow like a blast 
from a furnace. Thus it is, in parts of the Territories where they most prevail, 
snow rarely lasts long enough to put wheels out of fashion, and sleds and cutters 
are a luxury rather than a necessity. 

Climate of Northern Alberta - I cannot speak too highly. I do not hesitate to say, 
that for every day of sunshine Ontario enjoys during the year we have two here. 
Nearly all our rain falls in June and July, so that for the balance of the summer 
and autumn we have, generally speaking, unbroken sunny weather. This fact, together 
with the extreme length of the hours of sunshine, the sun shinning for three months 
from 15 to 17 hours out of the 24 accounts for the very rapid growth of vegetation 
and hastens the ripening of the crops. It is true we have some very hot days dur-
ing the summer, when the thermometer ranges about 90 degrees in the shade, but the 
heat of the day almost invariably gives way to a refreshing coolness in the evening 
and tired nature can always get repose. We have neither the extreme heat and con-
stant winds of Manitoba and the southern parts of the Territories during the summer 
nor the vigorous cold of the Manitoba winter. Occasionally the temperature reaches 
40 degrees or even more below zero for a few days, but in general the winter weather 
is clear and bracing without an excessive degree of cold. The dryness of the air 
accounts for the fact that at 20 degrees below zero here one feels the cold less 
than at zero in Ontario often, where the air is so much more penetrating. Doubt-
less few Ontario people will accept this last statement without a mental reserva-
tion, but it is certainly my exr,erience. Many will no doubt be like an elderly 
Ontario friend of mine, who having read to her a portion of a letter written by me 
commenting on the extreme mildness of December last here, said, "Oh, weel, ye ken 
they canna help stretchin things, when they gang oot west." 

The impression prevailing in Ontario with regard to our winter here is an entirely 
erroneous one, and arises from the fact that the Territories and Manitoba are 
associated in the minds of most people under the vague name of "The West". Manitoba's 
winter is, indeed, severe, and blizzards are not uncommon, but the position of 
Alberta immediately to the east of the Rockies, together with the influence of the 
Chinook winds, greatly tempers the cold, and blizzards are almost unknown. Rarely 
does the wind blow here when it is cold, and may say during the past winter I have 
not seen one snowbank. 

Edmonton has an elevation of 2232 feet above the sea level, and its latitude is 
between 53 degrees and 54 degrees, that is about 10 degrees north of the latitude 
of Guelph or about 700 miles. Noting the position of the North Star here, an Ont-
arian finds its position altered to the same extent, that is, it is 10 degrees 
higher up in the heavens. 

Edmonton is the most northerly railway station on the continent, and yet it may be 
a surprise to many, as it was to me, to learn that the whole of Scotland and part 
of England are farther north still. 
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Compared with last winter, there is a marked falling off in general business in 
town. At this time last year the streets were alive with fortune hunters who went 
north from here. Prices for farm products were higher, too, and everything tended 
to increase the volume of trade. This season, however, owing to an expectation, 
as yet unfulfilled, that prices would advance, many farmers are Holding Their Grain, 
and, as a result, general business is quiet. That these farmers are able to wait 
for better prices is rather a favorable indication of their financial condition. 
Very few Kondikers are to be seen this year, many of those who went north last 
season having returned, sadder and wiser men. As a route to the Klondike country, 
the Edmonton route is not to be compared with the coast, but as a means of reaching 
the mining regions of the Peace and Finlay rivers and Great Slave Lake it is cer-
tainly the best. There is unquestionably a valuable mineral country directly north 
of here, but capital and development of the approaches to it are necessary before 
its hidden wealth can be fully revealed. Very rich specimens of ore have been dis-
covered at Great Slave Lake, where quartz mining will no doubt shortly become a 
great industry, a joint stock company having already prepared to send in machinery 
and plant. Quite a number of prospectors are returning with machinery and fresh 
supplies to the head waters of the Peace and Finlay Rivers, but they are usually 
very reticent in regard to what they have found. 

On the Saskatchewan River, in the neighborhood of Edmonton, considerable placer 
mining is still being done, but good results can now be attained only by the dredge 
system. An immense steam dredge, capable of lifting and washing 2000 to 2500 cut 
yards of gravel daily, was built here last summer at a cost of $45,000, and will 
commence operations in the spring. It remains to be seen whether it will be a 
profitable speculation. 

A disadvantage under which this district at present labors is the want of railway 
competition. As a consequence freight rates are so high that farmers do not realize 
the price the quality of their grain should command, and everything imported into 
the district is necessarily higher in price than in the East. It is, however, 
confidently expected that a railway will shortly be built from Prince Albert, via 
Battleford, to Edmonton, and westward through the Jasper Pass to British Columbia, 
following approximately the course of the C.P.R. as intended by the Honorable 
Alexander Mackenzie. Had the C.P.R., instead of its present course through a com-
paratively unproductive country from Moosomin to Calgary, unsuited to the support 
of a large population, followed the rich and fertile valley of the Saskatchewan, 
200 miles farther north more or less, thefopulation of our Northwest would now have 
been very much in excess of what it is. In this, as in other matters, the wisdom 
of that grand old man is yearly becoming more apparent. 

The piers of the combined railway and traffic bridge still stand ghostlike in the 
bed of the river, waiting for the superstructure. A telegram from the Minister of 
Public Works lately informed us that the material for completing the bridge will 
without doubt be completed during the summer or autumn. This accomplished, the 
chief obstacle to bringing the C. and E. railway into Edmonton will be removed, and 
it is expected within a year afterwards the line will be extended to the north side 
of the river, and may possibly be carried farther north to Athabasca Landing or 
the Peace River country. As a convenience, it will be a great boon to the town of 
Edmonton, but, if carried northwards immediately, it may prove to be an injury 
rather than a benefit, inasmuch as a new centre for the northern trade may be es-
tablished at the terminus. What the railway system of the future will be or how 
it will affect Edmonton can as yet only be surmised and is simply matter for spec-
ulation. 

In expectation of the completion of the bridge and the railway extension, an immense 
mill and possibly an elevator are to be erected during the summer on the north side 
of the river, which will be a great advantage to the farmers of the district, as all 
the elevators and mills have heretofore been at the railway terminus, two miles away, 
South Edmonton, the approach to which from the north is very steep, making it very 
difficult for heavily loaded teams. 

The farmers of the district generally are awakening to their own interest and mills 
are being erected at different points in the surrounding country, the stock of which 
is subscribed by themselves. Even the Much Debated Calicians in the Edna district 
have subscribed some thousands of bushels of grain towards the erection of a mill. 
But these are probably among the best of their class, and it cannot be said that 
they are likely to become very populat here. Having for generations been ground 
down in the most abject servitude by the Russian Government, under which they lived 
as serfs, they have become degraded, almost bestial, in their nature, and it is 
scarcely to be expected that they would make desirable neighbors to English speaking 
people of ordinary intelligence. 
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They will certainly improve with time, but we have now an ample sufficiency of 
them to give the experiment a fair trial, and to those who say the emigration of 
such to Canada should continue to be encouraged, I would suggest that they come 
out here and settle in their vicinity. These Galicians will in a short time have 
the right of the franchise and living as a community, they will necessarily vote 
as a community, and will certainly, if their emigration continues, be numerous 
enough, even if not already so, to turn the scale in any election towards that 
side which offers them the highest inducements. 

Your criticism of my remarks regrading emigration the older Provinces in my 
last letter was, no doubt justifiable from a general standpoint. It is certainly 
not the duty of the Government to encourage emigration from one Province to another. 
But measures should be taken to overcome the lamentable ignorance which prevails 
generally in the East, as to the immense resources and agricultural advantages of 
Western Canada, so that the natural overflow might be diverted to the great West, 
north of the International boundary line. Too many good Canadians have of late 
years gone to the United States who, had they been properly informed, would cer-
tainly have emigrated to Western Canada. The current fortunately seems about to 
turn in the opposite direction, as a very extensive immigration is expected in, 
this spring, from the central and western States. Our emigration agent, Mr. Suttee, 
now there, expects to bring back with him, alone, several hundreds of families, 
and altogether the outlook for desirable settlers for the Edmonton district is very 
bright. 

I have before intimated, I cannot recommend anyone to come here, unless he is 
possessed with considerable or wishes to make farming his occupation. 
Good farmers are what this country wants above every other class, and to farmers 
of Ontario who have several sons growing up to manhood and who find it difficult, 
even impossible, to provide for them all as farmers there, I would say, instead of 
allowing them to swell the already overcrowded ranks of the trades and professions, 
send them out to Alberta, where for a few hundred dollars they can buy as good a 
farm as they can get in Ontario for as many thousands. Partially cleared and im-
proved farms of 160 acres can be bought in the neighborhood of the town for $5 per 
acre and C.P.R. unbroken land for $3. At more remote distances from town, home-
steads can yet be acquired for $10 and requirements, but if possessed of the means 
the settler would, in my opinion, do better to buy the former. 

Owing to the abundance of wood and coal, which latter costs delivered but $2 a ton, 
the more salubrious climate, the greater productiveness of its soil and its adapt-
ability to a general system of farming, Northern Alberta offers greater inducements 
to the prospective emigrant possessed of slender means than Manitoba or other 
prairie country. And yet we have reason to believe that our district is persistent-
ly and shamefully misrepresented, along the C.P.R. from Winnipeg to Calgary, to em-
igrants en route westward, in a selfish attempt to induce them to settle there. 

In conclusion, I would say it is not my desire to attract from their homes in the 
East those who are in fair circumstances and doing even moderately well. But to 
those who are unsettled and desirous of making a change in the hope of improving 
their circumstances, I would say Alberta offers advantages as an agricultural 
country which they would do well to consider. 

T. H. Whitelaw, Edmonton - February 27, 1899. 



Interesting Letter From Dr. Whitelaw 

Progress In The Fertile Edmonton District  

A Talk On The Season's Crops - Description of the Flood on the Saskatchewan 

To The Editor Of The Herald:  

Dear Sir: For the information of those of your readers who may be interested in 
this district, it may not be inappropriate that I should write you regarding the 
progress of Edmonton and vicinity during the past season, which, as regards weather 

at least, has been quite unique and unprecedented. 

This clime of "sunny skies" belied its record, and, instead of the usual cessation 
of clouds and rain about the middle of July, the deluge continued well on into 
September, with but short intervals of sunshine. The grain, as a result, grew very 
strong and rank, and ripened very slowly, very little being fit to cut before 
September. Fearing damage by frost, many farmers began to cut their wheat while 
still green, and as a result, the sample is more or less spoiled through shrinkage. 
More fortunate were they who waited patiently and trustfully, for the dreaded frost 

did not come, and the sample of grain cut later is therefore much superior, most 

of it ranking No. 1 hard. 

The cutting of grain during September was much interrupted by heavy rains, con-
sequently much of the crop, oats particularly, was not cut till October, and very 
little stacking was done. Then the unusual again occurred - two weeks of cold, 
backward weather, with occasional falls of snow. This again caused delay in the 
harvest, and about the middle of October hundreds of acres of grain were still 
standing in stooks in the fields, in the midst of snow, a most cheerless prospect 
to one not accustomed to the vagaries of this climate. 

At this time, meeting a farmer of large experience here, I expressed some alarm as 

to the prospects of successfully harvesting the balance of the crop. After assur-

ing me there would be plenty of fine weather yet before winter set in - a prophecy 
which has since been fulfilled - he became quite facetious, and said: "As an 
illustration of the glorious variety of the climate, you may see at present in our 

neighborhood a farmer on one side of the road hauling in his grain with a sleigh; 
on the opposite side another hauling in with a wagon, and, farther on, a third cut-

ting with his binder. Truly, this is the most wonderful country in the world." 

About the middle of October the pall which hung over Edmonton skies was lifted, and 
since then we have had the most beautiful, balmy weather, ideal Indian summer. The 

opportunity has been seized and most of the grain is now safely stacked or threshed. 
Many of the farmers simply thresh their grain in the fields, hauling it with teams 

as fast as required. Potatoes are an excellent crop, but some of them will, no 

doubt, have been frozen, owing to the lateness of the harvest and consequent in-

ability of the farmers to find time to raise them. During the whole season the 

elements seem to have conspired against the farmer, and it is greatly to the credit 

of the district that so good a crop has, in spite of the season's drawbacks, been 
harvested. 

Inasmuch as only a portion of the crop has as yet been threshed, it is not possible 

to give anything but an approximate estimate of the yield. While in exceptional 

cases wheat has, by actual measurement, yeilded over 40 bush, to the acre and oats 

100 bush., the average of these cereals will probably not exceed 25 and 50 bush. 

respectively. An estimate published by the Edmonton Bulletin, based on the binder 

twine sold in Edmonton during the season, which amounted to 253,000 lbs., gives the 

total acreage under crop as 72,286 acres. Half of this is probably wheat, the other 

half oats and barley, of which little is grown. Taking the modest estimate of 20 

bush, per acre of wheat, and 40 per acre of oats, gives a total of 2,168,580 bush., 

of grain, or 1,000,000 bush, of grain in excess of 1898, for the Edmonton district 

alone, excluding all points south along the C & E Railway. 

The unprecedented rise of the Saskatchewan River, which occurred during the summer, 

was due rather to warm weather in the mountains than to the heavy local rains. 

A friend of mine, however, who was mining on the bank of the river, claims to have 
discovered the true cause of the flood. Noticing many white-looking objects on 

theceter, he waded in and found they were yeast-cakes! 
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The waters rose over 35 feet, putting out of use our ferries, and cutting Edmonton 

off from all communication to the south, except by telegraph, for several days. 

A few dwelling houses and places of business in the valley were flooded, and some 

small frame structures carried off bodily by the raging torrent, but the main town, 

situated on the level of the country, 200 feet above, was never at any time endan-

gered. During the rise tons upon tons of driftwood lodged agains the piers of our 

uncompleted bridge, and it was feared, they might not stand the strain. The most 

dramatic incident connected with the flood was the breaking away of the large Hudson 

Bay stern wheel steamer North-West, which broke loose from its moorings and was 

swept down by the irresistible force of the current past the town, striking in its 
course one of the now completely submerged piers. The whole population of the town 

rushed to the bank of the valley on hearing the news that the North-West was coming, 

and a groan of dismay went up when it was seen the huge structure would strike one 
of the piers. A terrific rending sound was heard as the steamer tore its way on-
ward, and apparently the pier cut the lower part of the wreck in two. It was at 

first thought that it had been carried away, together with our prospects of soon 
having a bridge, but a sigh of relief went up when the ripple on the surface again 

became visible, indicating that the pier had stood the shock and was still intact. 

The interesting old relic, which had been used as a troopship during the last rebel-

lion, was last seen turning a bend in the river, her deck-house and flag-pole still 

proudly standing. 

It was an extremely fortunate circumstance that the super-structure had not been 
placed in position, as it would most certainly have been swept away. 

To provide against such a contingency in future, the Government immediately decided 

to raise the concrete work of the piers eight feet higher, which has already been 
done, and the combined railway and traffic bridge for which Edmonton people have 
waited so long and so patiently (?) will assuredly become an accomplished fact 
before next spring. 

That so sturdy a young city, should have since 1892 sprung up on the north side 
of an unfordable river in latitude 53 1-2 degrees, separated from the railway 
station by over two miles of difficult and treacherous road, is suggestive no less 
of the energy and pluck of its merchants and business men, than of the natural 
productiveness of the surrounding country. With the completion of this bridge we 

have reason to believe 50 miles of railway to be built from Edmonton westward will 
immediately be begun. Property in Edmonton has for these reasons advanced much in 

value, and from $1,500 to $4,00Dis now asked for 50 foot lots on Main Street, ac-

cording to location. Several fine brick blocks have been erected during the year, 

and many residences of a superior class have sprung up over the whole town. 

Edmonton now has four flourishing newspaper offices, of which two were lately 
completed. 

Near the northern termination of the new bridge is situated the Dowling & Ottewell 
flour mill and elevator, lately completed and now running night and day. It is 

fitted with the latest and best machinery from Goldie & McCullough's,Galt, and is 

capable of turning out 200 bbls. of flour per day. At this mill 60c. per bushel 
is now being paid for No. 1 wheat, and already the farmers are fully appreciating 
the increased convenience of having a first class flour mill on this side of the 

river. 

The year 1899 has seen a large influx of settlers to this district. Delegates from 

all parts of the Western States have come and have seen, and as a result of their 

published reports, thousands of citizens of the United States are coming, and will 

continue to come, let us hope, to conquer. Many of these, as has been noted before, 

are ex-Canadians, so that we are simply getting our own again. 

This invasion of Canada from the south promises to become so extensive as to com-

pletely overshadow all other immigration projects, even the Galician, in regard to 

which so much has been said, for and against. Of these latter, there are now es-

timated to be over 6,000 in this district, and even those in our community who are 

favorable to this class of immigration, do not hesitate to say it would be a mistake 

to further increase the proportion of these foreigners to the English-speaking 
classes. As a class they appear to be both sober and industrious, and are said to 
be making remarkable progress. Where opportunities are afforded them of mixing with 
the English-speaking classes they make rapid progress in learning the English 
languages and customs, and quickly throw off their grosser habits, as well as their 

sheepskin apparel. 
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They are very hardy and think nothing apparently of walking 50 miles or more to 
town to buy provisions. 

The chief topic of conversation here at present is, of course, the war in the 
Transvaal. The majority are quite enthusiastic supporters of the war policy of 
the British Government, but a minority, chiefly French-Canadians, are ardent 
supporters of the Hon. J. Israel Tarte in his objections to the contingent being 
sent. The report is current here that an altercation between two of our prominent 
townsmen on this topic, ended in blows, to the serious cetriment of the Boer sym-
pathizers. 

The Liberal Associations have prepared to give a fitting reception to the Hon. Clifford 
Sifton and the Hon. D. C. Fraser, who hold a public meeting here to-night. No 
doubt a large number will avail themselves of the opportunity to hear these eloquent 
speakers on the political questions of the day. 

Some enterprising citizen of Guelph or vicinity may think it worth his while to 
consider the following advertisement, which appears in the Edmonton papers: 

NOTICE  

The Municipality of Edmonton offers a Free Site and Ten Years' 
Exemption from Taxation for the erection of a first-class modern 
Machine Shop and Foundry by practical parties with sufficient 
working capital. For further particulars apply to: 

THE TOWN CLERK 

Apologizing for the perhaps inordinate length of my letter. 

T. H. Whitelaw, Edmonton, November 15, 1899. 



Decline Of The Klondike Boom - Hispano-American War One Of The Causes 

Racy Letter From Edmonton - Dr. Whitelaw Talks On Things In General  

Edmonton, June 10th, 1898 - To The Editor Of The Herald  

Having been requested by several of your readers to write further in regard to this 
western land, I shall endeavor to embody in the form of a letter a few matters and 
incidents of a general nature, gathered from observation and heresay. 

The Boom Is Over - Since my last letter was written a decided change has come over 
the business element of our town. The Klondike boom was then on and several of the 
larger firms catered almost exclasively for tne outfitting trade of those moving 
northward. An immense business was then being done, but, as was to be expected, 
a marked falling off in the Yukon outfitting trade is noticeable, and the business 
has now settled down to that of an ordinary country town. Naturally it was bound 
to fall off as the spring merged into summer, and, moreover the Spanish-American 
war apparently at once put an end to the steady stream of Uncle Sam's citizens which 
had been flowing northward during the winter and spring. I am now convinced that 
it is not only the love of gold which induces men to take the risks of going to the 
northern goldfields. I have met many who have plenty of this world's goods and a 
good business at home, but who wanted to introduce into the ordinary dull routine 
of life a spice of adventure and danger and so have organized a pleasure (?) party 
to spend a year or two roughing it in the wilds of northern Canada, while incident-
ally more or less of the yellow may fall to their lot - generally less, we may 
safely presume to say. To these venturesome spirits, as well as to others, thevar 
was a counter attraction, and no doubt deterred many from going northward who would 
have passed through and outfitted in Edmonton. 

Almost all of the campers have taken their departure northward for Athabaska Landing, 
from which they will take advantage of the high water usually prevailing during June 
and July to reach by boat and portages the Peace, Liard or Mackenzie rivers or by 
means of the last find their way eventually to the Yukon district. Many who have 
lately left here do not intend going west of the mountains, but will prospect on 
the Peace, Liard and numerous other streams which are reported as affording very strong 
inducements to prospectors. Should the results during this season be even half as 
favorable as some confidently anticipate, there will be a tremendous rush to those 
districts north of here in the near future. However, sensible men in Edmonton do 
not look for, or wish for, a boom as regards the town. 

A Good Steady Trade - A steady, but healthy growth, dependent on the increasing 
prosperity and settlement of the surrounding country is what is hoped for and con-
fidently expected. Of course, an exceptionally favorable outcome to the mining 
operations during this season east of the Rockies would no doubt give our town an 
additional powerful impetus which would cause it to advance by leaps and bounds, but 
very few are sanguine on that question or look for such rapid growth. 

In business lines, as I have said, the boom for the present season is over, and though 
a good steady trade is still being done, the contrast to the tremendous rush caused 
by the large influx of prospectors during the spring months is quite marked. 

Crop Prospects Excellent - Among the farmers the most important operations during 
the next two months will be fencing, building and breaking new land. There is a 
much greater interval between seed time and harvest here than in Ontario. Owing 
to the extreme dryness of April and May, there is little growth of the crops until 
the June rains come. The present season has been no exception. Yesterday, the 9th 
of June, we had the first rain of any account we have had and it was barely sufficient 
to penetrate the thick coat of dust covering the roads, which is the natural result 
of a long, dry spell. Even this little shower, a promise of better things to come 
was gladly welcomed, and has freshened up both humanity and nature wonderfully. Many 
of the farmers here have told me that they fear frosts far less than the drouth in 
this district, and if they get sufficient rain during June and July they have little 
to fear. A much larger acreage of crop has been put in than usual this year, and 
so far it has suffered no injury., There was no rain last year till June 9th, and 
still a tremendous crop was harvested, so as yet no anxiety is felt. 

Poor Buildings  - An Ontarian coming here expecting to see the farm buildings such 
as in his own Province would be sadly disappointed. An occasional well-built houses' 
of two stories is seen, but the majority are low, made of logs closely matched, and 
quite a number have flat roofs in some cases of thatch, straw or sod. 
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Most of them, however, are quite capable of withstanding the severe cold of the 
winter, and are much warmer and dryer than many more palatial farm residences in 
Ontario. 

As for barms, they are apparently not needed to the same extent as in the eastern 
Provinces, as ordinary stock thrive very well here throughout the whole winter 
"rustling" for themselves round the strawstacks and getting occasionally a little 
grain or hay on Sundays. Of course, stock being prepared for market and the year-
ling cattle are usually housed in log stables with flat roofs not more than ten 
feet high generally. In addition to a few such small stables, a large square low 
enclosure about six feet high, to serve as a foundation for the main strawstack, 
and a small roofed building for a granary, in which the grain is deposited after 
threshing, are all the buildings the average farmer seems to require. The larger 
the barn, the greater the number of these little box-like buildings and I have seen 
a colony of twenty or more on one farm. In some of the earlier settled districts, 
however, the buildings are of a somewhat better type though still very insignificant 
compared with the average in Ontario. 

Farm Life Compared - Generally speAking after the first few years, farming in this 
country is said to be much less laborious than in Ontario, owing to (a) the natural 
fertility of the soil, which, by summer-fallowing in a moderate degree, it seem to 
retain impaired without resorting to artificial fertilization; (b) the absence of 
Canadian thistles and other troublesome weeds; (c) the rapidity and ease with which 
the land can be prepared, there being no stones, when once thoroughly broken; (d) 
the stacking of hay and crops in harvest time instead of piling it to the skies in 
lofty barns. 

A farmer may, however, if he so wishes, work himself, and, especially, his hired 
man, to the limits of physical endurance owing to long hours of sunlight with which 
nature supplies him. During the present month, when not cloudy, it is scarcely dark 
till 11 p.m., and dawn breaks about 2.30 a.m.. In the interval it is quite percept-
ible twilight. 

I would not by any means wish to decry farming in Ontario or to deceive any one as 
to the same calling in northern Alberta. The early settlers here were certainly 
not to be envied. Even yet, many of the incoming settlers, settling in a new district 
have no near neighbors and must be prepared to stand a life of enforced solitude until 
others take up neighboring farms. Several farmers' wives now happily in better cir-
cumstances and surroundings, have given me a pathetic description of how, during 
the first year of their exile, they had (unknown to their husbands) frequently sat 
down in a corner and "had a good cry" for want of some variety in their monotonous 
existence. They had eventually become accustomed to the solitude, and as their 
children grew up around them and neighbors gathered in, they had learned to love 
the land of their adoption. All honor to the early pioneers in any land, who have 
by their energy, pluck and perseverance paved the way for those who have followed. 
Civilization owes to them a debt of gratitude which can never by repaid and never 
will be. They have, indeed, as some classic author has said, planted trees, the 
fruit of which they themselves may never enjoy, but which will be eaten by their 
posterity. To illustrate the foregoing I shall relate the following: 

An  Incident - About a month ago, one evening at sunset, I noticed a family prepar-
ing to camp out for the night. They had just arrived in town and the mother and 
three small but vigorous-looking children were sitting, a most -lorn spectacle, 
aimlessly on the ground, while the husband and father leisurely smoked his pipe and 
cleared a space with his axe for their tent. Then he cut poles, and with the help 
of his better half succeeded in erecting a small but comfortable tent before dark. 

A few days later, having occasion to make their acquaintance, I found them by no 
means dejected in spirits or in destitute circumstances. They were as cheerful as 
it is possible to be in the confined space of one small tent, and even the children 
spoke with so pronounced an accent that I at once surmised they were "frae Glasgae 
awa". After spending a week in town they, together with two young Scotchmen, who 
had come out with them, bought two cayuses (native ponies), a cart and provisions, 
and started with high hopes for Beaver Lake settlement, to take up homesteads. To-
day I noticed a tent pitched in the same spot and learned that the whole outfit had 
returned, apparently afflicted with measles, but discovered on investigation that 
it was the work of the ubiquitous mosquito. On enquiring as to how he liked farm-
ing, paterfamilias replied: "Vera weel, but my wife couldna thole it, and so I hae 
glen it up". They had planted a few potatoes and vegetables, but, having been 
accustomed to city life, got tired of the charms of solitude, and so decided to 
return to town and endeavor to gain employment there. 
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Unfortunately for them, the season is unfavorable, and work not to be had every day 
for the asking. A great many settlers have come in this spring, among them some 
hundreds of Galicians, who are not generally regarded as an acquisition to the coun-
try. If the Government Immigration Department would do a little less to assist such 
foreigners in, and a little more to encourage and assist good settlers from the 
older Provinces, it would get more commendation and less execration from people 
here. And yet there is room for all, but it will take a generation or two to assim-
ilate these Galicians and make them good and useful citizens. 

One meets with a variety of 
most interesting are the Klondike cranks, who know all about it before they start, 
and return in disgust after traversing the first few hundred miles. One Episcopal 
clergyman, who had got the gold fever, afforded us considerable amusement. To begin 
with, he was in bad health, and looked more like taking his journey to another world 
than going to the Klondike. But grit to the core, the parson bought his outfit, 
got it loaded, and started out all alone, with several half trained bronchos. Even 
when trained these rival the mule in obstinacy, and the way these little cayuses 
bucked and pranced, kicked and rolled, between the heavy shafts of the Red River 
carts, did not auger well for the success of the expedition. A number of good nat-
ured Klondikers, seeing the sorry plight of our friend, assisted him a few miles 
out of town, and every few yards some articles of his badly packed outfit would fall 
off on the road. This was a good level road. What was to be expected when he got 
outside civilization? One of the escort remonstrated with him, and told him he was 
foolish to start out alone on such a journey, to which the good man replied: "God 
knows I would like to be home with my wife and family, but having once put my hand 
to the plough I will not turn back.' They left him, and next morning his cayuses 
were observed quietly grazing near town, quite oblivious of the service their ob-
stinacy had done their owner. He had his outfit brought into town by some farmers, 
made an auction sale, sold all he had, and departed to Skagway or Dyea, where he 
had been appointed to a charge. The good wishes of the town went with the misguided 
but plucky parson. 

Another similar case was related to me by a friend of mine. He was returning home 
one evening when he was accosted by a stranger who inquired the way to the lawyer's 
office. He explained that he had started out for the Klondike, but after getting 
part of the way there had turned in disgust. "I have thrown away $400," id he, 
"am broke, and wish to cable to my people to remit me sufficient to take me out of 
this  country." "You're an Englishman, are you not," inquired my friend. 
"Yes, sire, I am an Englishman, but understand me, that is not the reason I am 
turning back. No, sire, an Englishman is no coward, and can stand hardship as well 
as a Canadian or any other nationality. But you see, sir, I have done nothing but 
blaspheme and take the name of God in vain the last three months, so great were the 
hardships I had to endure." "Why not settle down here and take up land?" suggested 
my friend. "Good God, sir, do you take me for an idiot? Don't you know I am making 
all possible hast to get out of your country? I would not stay in this blawsted 
place for all the gold there is in the Klondike." This gentleman may be taken as 
a type of the Englishman who comes to Canada, expecting to be able to walk across 
to the Klondike as he would walk over his own native land. One of the same type 
came here with a bicycle, on which he proposed to ride overland to the Yukon, but 
no amount of ridicule or persuasion could convince him of the absurdity of such a 
thing. 

Another fool hit upon the brilliant idea of packing his outfit in water-tight whiskey 
barrels, on the ends of which he had axles fitted. These axles were fitted into holes 
in a plank, and when arranged this novel vehicle looked like a series of rollers, 
one behind the other. Shafts were attached in front and one pony was expected to 
pull three or four barrels, arranged in this way, and when water or soft ground was 
reached the barrels could be floated or rolled across to the other side. This crank 
got out a few miles, I am told, when his invention went to pieces. 

However, while examples of this kind are not uncommon, the majority of those going 
forth from here have a fairly accurate conception of the difficulties to be encount-
ered, have made provision to enable them to overcome these, and are not likely to 
utterly fail. I was quite astonished to have an old friend of mine, Donald Ross, 
formerly of Woodville, Ont., whom I had not seen for nine years, call on me one day. 
He was one of a party of eight who have gone north to prospect the Peace and Liard 
Rivers. They had two experienced miners with them, a musical professor and a French 
cook, and were altogether the best assorted and most gentlemanly party I have met. 
If gold is to be obtained they certainly ought to find it. 

The weather here, up to the present, has been very dry, warm and pleasant, except 
for the dust, which is sometimes thick enough to cut. The rainy season, however, 
whish now set in, will soon level and harden the roads, which become as hard and 
solid as adamant. 
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The climate during the summer is very suitable for tent life and many families who 
cannot get houses are living in fairly comfortable circumstances under canvas for 
the present. War news here is rarely up-to-date and rather unsatisfactory. To make 
up for this difficulty, fake bulletins, about which crowds gather, are occasionally 
put up in the newspaper office window, of which the following will serve as an ex-
ample: "Special Bulletin - Jack Flynn has just arrived from the Landing. Reports 
Spanish fleet at Grand Rapids supposed to be contemplating an attack on the American 
camp at the Landing. Great excitement. N.W.M. Police holding fleet in check. Police 
have Cervera in trap. J.P. has issued a warrant for the arrest of Cervera." Another 
stated to be from Ottawa, calling out the Edmonton Home Guards, was less transparent 
and deceived quite a number of credulous people. 

The piers of the combined railway and traffic bridge are now completed, and we are 
hopefully waiting for the super-structure, the work on which is expected to gon on 
as soon as our good friend, Mr. Tarte wills it. Owing to the snow melting in the 
mountains, the river is now quite high, and the boiling, seething current carries 
with it various kinds of clay, sands, gold dust, etc.. This would in most towns 
be a matter of trivial importance, but where the river is our only source of supply 
for drinking water it interest us somewhat. If one shuts one's eyes, however, it 
tastes tolerably good, is perfectly free from organic impurity and supplies a cheap 
and novel method of taking the gold cure. It is supplied to customers from wagons, 
at so much a barrel or by the month. Of former Guelphites, we have now a sprinkling 
in Edmonton: Mrs. Fred Ross, daughter of Mr. Kennedy, of Grove Street; Jas StoveL, 
formerly tinsmith in Guelph, McIntosh & Whitelaw, furniture dealers here, both raised 
in Paisly Blockc Bert Harwood, formerly of Fergus, and the writer. Apologizing for 
taking up so much of your valuable space. 
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